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It’s my pleasure to be able to provide an 
introduction in this 2023 prospectus and welcome 
you to Te Pūkenga, nei te reo rāhiri e rere atu ana 
– nau piki mai, nau kake mai ki Te Pūkenga. 

In 2020, the government reviewed the vocational 
education system in Aotearoa New Zealand and 
made some significant changes for how it would 
work in the future.

One of those changes was the creation of 
Te Pūkenga, New Zealand Institute of Skills and 
Technology. The change meant that all of the 
country’s Kura Tini, Institutes of Technology and 
Polytechnics such as UCOL as well as some of 
the country’s Industry Training Organisations 
which focus on work-based learning such 
as apprenticeships, will now sit within one 
organisation – Te Pūkenga.

By bringing these organisations together, it means 
we can create a national network of on-the-job, 
on campus and online learning opportunities that 
give learners more choice and flexibility in what, 
where and how they learn throughout Aotearoa 
New Zealand.

For those of you thinking of enroling with UCOL 
for study in 2023, this means you are going to be 
enroling with a national organisation and you will 
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receive a qualification from Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
largest education provider, Te Pūkenga.

You’ll still be able to study in Manawatū-Whanganui 
but you’ll have the additional benefits that come 
from being part of a national network – such as 
more support, more study options and increased 
ability to switch between different types of learning 
if your circumstances change.

A national network means we can plan better for 
the future needs of Aotearoa. We want to make 
sure that when you enrol in a programme, you 
are gaining skills that are needed by Aotearoa and 
around the world – giving you more job security and 
ultimately increasing your opportunities for success.

Our transformation is a journey that will take time 
but one thing is clear, everything we do is centred 
around our learners and their whānau. We have 
a relentless focus of equity and we’re setting the 
foundations to deliver to Te Tiriti o Waitangi and its 
principles, and most importantly to the aspirations 
of Māori learners, their whānau, and iwi/hapū.

Throughout this prospectus you may notice that 
a number of programmes are changing.

We are unifying programmes to make sure they are 
consistent across the country. This means if your 
circumstances change, you’ll be able to continue 
with your study rather than having to start again. 
It’s just one of the ways we are working to make 
learning fit around life, rather than making life fit 
around learning.

Whether you’re looking to continue with your study 
or try something fresh, we look forward to you 
joining Te Pūkenga whānau and being part of this 
transformational journey with us. 

Mā te kimi ka kite. Mā te kite ka mōhio. Mā te mōhio 
ka mārama – Seek and discover. Discover and know. 
Know the world of light is yours to behold.

If you have any questions or want to find out more 
about Te Pūkenga, visit our website tepukenga.ac.nz 
or email us at info@tepukenga.ac.nz – we’d love to 
hear from you.

Kia ora huihui mai 
tātou.

tepūkenga.ac.nz
Learn with purpose

Te Pūkenga is building a national network of integrated learning in Aotearoa 
New Zealand that better meets the needs of learners, their whānau, employers 
and the community.

By bringing together on-the-job, on campus and online learning, Te Pūkenga is 
creating a network that gives learners more choices and flexibility in what, where 
and how they learn.

Nau mai haere mai ki  
Te Pūkenga
Welcome to Te Pūkenga

Please note our programmes of study are currently under review as part of the reform of vocational education training. The objective is to provide 
one programme for Te Pūkenga that is portable, consistent, and more closely aligned with the needs of industry. As the review is ongoing, this 
prospectus is correct at the time of publishing but the courses outlined may change over time.
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Welcome
UCOL is excited to announce our 
2023 U-Skills suite of in-school 
study opportunities for students still 
enrolled in a secondary school.

Building on our successful U-Skills® Central Schools 
Academy, UCOL also offers two-days-a-week opportunities 
under Academy 2 Day. With the support and guidance of our 
Transition Team, U-Skills offerings focus on three key areas:

1. NCEA related content
2. Industry knowledge and experience
3. Finding your passion and supporting you to succeed

Check out the offerings available in 2023 over the next few 
pages, we look forward to seeing you.

 WHAT IS THE BEST U-SKILLS OPTION FOR YOU?

STAR Short courses designed to help you 
explore your career options.

YEAR 11 - 13
Usually one day per week for five or six weeks.

 NCEA CREDITS

ACADEMY 1 DAY Designed to guide you through a vocational pathway, with 
the safety and support of your school.

YEAR 11 - 13
One day per week over three terms.

 NCEA CREDITS

ACADEMY 2 DAY Designed to guide you through a vocational pathway, with the safety and support 
of your school.

YEAR 11 - 13
Two days per week commencing early term one.

 NCEA CREDITS
 NZQF QUALIFICATION
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Our Programme 
Guide
Vocational Pathways
The programmes in this prospectus are colour coded 

according to the Vocational Pathways and includes an icon 

 where there are skills shortages in New Zealand.

Primary Industries
Services Industries
Social and Community Services
Creative Industries
Manufacturing and Technology
Construction and Infrastructure

What Is U-Skills STAR?

STAR are short courses designed 
to help you explore your career 
options.

Usually one day per week 9am to 3pm for five or six weeks 
(you will be notified if this timeframe is different). Our 
range of courses gives you an opportunity to gain tertiary 
experience while staying at school.

WHAT DOES IT COST?
There is a fee for each STAR course which is funded 
through your secondary school (with their approval). All 
teaching resources will be included in this fee, however, 
you will need to bring a pen, paper and your lunch each 
week.

WHAT WILL I GAIN?
STAR students experience a short taste of an industry or 
career option. From this you may be able to decide what 
your next step is in your career, or if you wish to do extra 
tertiary study. You will get a practical experience, providing 
you with information to support you in your future.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Students are required to attend every class and complete 
both the theory and practical assessments. Students are 
required to wear suitable clothing and solid, covered 
nonslip footwear. Hair must be tied back, jewellery, facial 
piercings and loose clothing are not permitted in the 
kitchen and workshop areas.

INTERESTED?
If you are interested in attending a STAR course talk to 
your Careers Advisor or STAR Coordinator at school. If your 
school is happy for you to attend the course they will let us 
know. You will fill out an enrolment form on the first day of 
class.

For further details please phone - 0800 GO UCOL and ask 
to speak to the STAR Coordinator in your region.

DELIVERY LOCATION & DATES
Schools receive a calendar of delivery location and date(s) 
courses will be delivered in 2023.

STAR

Creative
Industries

Social and
Community Services
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Construction and Infrastructure

Creative Industries

Construction

LEVEL 2 • 11 CREDITS
Do you enjoy building? If you want to create 
project(s) from wood, or you’re interested in a 
future in building, this course will give you hands-
on experience with lecturers who have worked in 
the industry.

While at UCOL you will learn how to interpret 
plans, design and undertake construction, all 
within a fully equipped workshop.

Music

LEVEL 3 • 3 CREDITS
Do you have a passion for music and want to 
develop your song writing and studio production 
skills? This course will see you work with industry 
trained professionals, using state of the art 
equipment, while as part of a group you will 
rehearse and record a song in a fully equipped 
recording studio.

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Carpenter
• Joiner
• Construction Worker
• Quantity Surveyor
• Architectural Technician
• Roofer

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Musician 
• Music Producer
• Music Teacher/Tutor

 

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• National Certificate in Building
Construction and Allied Trade
Skills Level 2

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Music
• New Zealand Certificate in

Performing Arts
• New Zealand Certificate in Art

and Design
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Primary Industries

Quad Bike

LEVEL 3 • 4 CREDITS
Are you interested in the primary industry sector?  Our STAR Quad Bike programme will 
provide you with an opportunity to operate a quad bike on flat and rolling terrain under 
supervision.

This is a hands-on programme held in the Wairarapa 1 day a week over 5 weeks.

Chainsaw

LEVEL 3 • 8 CREDITS
Want to learn how to operate and maintain a chainsaw?  Our STAR Wairarapa 
programme will provide you with hands-on experience 1 day a week for 5 weeks in the 
Wairarapa.  If you are interested in working in the primary sector this is an important 
skill to learn.

Light Utility Vehicle

LEVEL 3 • 4 CREDITS
STAR Wairarapa are offering students who have a keen interest in career in the primary 
sector, an opportunity to learn to operate a Light Utility Vehicle (LUV).  This is a hands 
on learning experience where students will learn under supervision to drive a LUV on 
flat and rolling hill terrain 1 day a week for 5 weeks. 

Beehive Construction

LEVEL 3 • 5 CREDITS
STAR Wairarapa are offering students a hands-on experience in the apiculture sector, 
teaching how to construct and maintain beehive frames and boxes. Beekeeping is a 
fascinating world, and UCOL is offering students an opportunity to learn more about a 
career in beekeeping.

This is a 1 day a week for 5 weeks programme.

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Primary Sector programmes and 
industry

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Primary Sector programmes and 
Industry

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Primary Sector programmes and 
Industry

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• NZ Certificate in Apiculture  
Level 3
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Forklift Safety 

LEVEL 3 • 7 CREDITS
Operate a powered industrial forklift and learn 
the theory and practical aspects behind operating 
it. Skills gained by undertaking practical activities 
during this course will set you up so that you can 
look at jobs across various industries including 
road transport, distribution or warehousing.

Mechanical Engineering 

LEVEL 2 • 5 CREDITS
Working with steel, tools and gases, you will 
experience how to create projects based on 
precise measurements. Thinking of training 
towards a job in engineering? This is your chance 
to explore some of the required skills and see if 
this is something you want to develop further.

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Road Transport Distribution
• Warehousing Industry
• Transport & Logistics
• Freight & Furniture Handlers

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Sheet metal fabricator
• Welder (Mig, Tig & Arc)
• Maintenance Engineer
• Diagnostics Engineer
• Air Conditioning
• Refrigeration Engineer

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Commercial Road Transport

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Mechanical 
Engineering Level 2

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Construction Level 6

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Engineering Level 6

Manufacturing And Technology

Automotive Engineering 

LEVEL 2 • 2 CREDITS
Immerse yourself in the workshop environment, 
using the tools of the automotive industry. Try 
your hand at removing and replacing the wheels 
of a vehicle, and more! 

This course is a great way to see if you will enjoy 
working in automotive engineering. It provides the 
theory and practice needed to get a job and set 
you on the road to an exciting career.

Collision Repair 

LEVEL 2 • 3 CREDITS
Panel beating and paint is a rewarding job, as you 
repair and paint people’s cars and trucks, bringing 
back-to-life the ultimate state of the vehicle. Learn 
about the exterior and interior body parts, as 
well as other aspects that will give you a feel for 
working in the collision repair industry. You will 
pick up some tips you can use on your own cars 
as well.

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Automotive Engineering Industry
• Automotive Panel & Paint 

(Collision Repair) Industry

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Automotive Technician
• Automotive Electrician
• Skilled Mechanic
• Heavy Vehicle Technician

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Automotive Level 2
• Academy Collision Repair Level 2

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Collision Repair and Automotive 
Refinishing  
Level 3
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Art of Coffee Making (Barista)

LEVEL 2 • 4 CREDITS
Make the perfect coffee, whether it be long, 
creamy, or smooth. Learn the art of being a 
barista and making drinks your customers will 
love. It’s also a great way to get the skills and 
experience you need when applying for jobs in 
cafes and restaurants.

Bakery 

LEVEL 2 • 4 CREDITS
Mix and shape dough to create a variety of 
delectable breads in a commercial kitchen. Bakery 
is a great way to bake, taste and create your own 
masterpieces while seeing where baking can take 
you in the future.

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Restaurants
• Hotels
• Cafes
• Catering
• Self Employment

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Restaurants
• Hotels
• Cafes
• Catering
• Self Employment

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Cafe Skills Level 2
• New Zealand Certificate in Food 

and Beverage Service Level 3

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Cafe Skills Level 2
• New Zealand Certificate in 

Cookery Level 3
• New Zealand Certificate in 

Baking Level 3

Services Industries
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Beauty

LEVEL 2 • 3 CREDITS
Are you looking to work in a spa or beauty salon? 
Gain an introduction to beauty therapy techniques 
by doing some hands-on activities, and learn 
about the history of beauty therapy, as you delve 
into current trends. Try your hand at make-up, 
skincare and facials, all in the salon on campus.

Hairdressing

LEVEL 2 • 3 CREDITS
Do you want to spend your days meeting people 
and making them feel amazing? This introduction 
to hairdressing will give you the confidence to 
demonstrate product knowledge and talk to 
customers in a retail or distribution environment, 
and give you a taste to see if the beauty and hair 
industry is right for you.

Y.E.S Business Opportunities

LEVEL 2 • 3 CREDITS
Are you looking forward to a future in the fast 
paced world of business? You can develop your 
acumen and interpersonal skills to be the best 
professional you can, Y.E.S (Young Entreprise 
Scheme) will get you started as a budding 
entrepreneur and teach you about the behaviours 
and traits needed in business. This course is 
a pathway into the U-Skills Academy Business 
Enterprise.

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Restaurants
• Hotels
• Cafes
• Catering
• Self Employment

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Hairdresser
• Hairdressing Sales Rep
• Cruise Ships
• Self Employment

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Work in a Business
• Self Employment

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Hair, Beauty and Retail 
Level 2

• New Zealand Certificate in Salon 
Skills (Introductory) Level 2

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Makeup & Skincare Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Beauty Services Level 4

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Hair, Beauty and Retail 
Level 2

• New Zealand Certificate in Salon 
Skills (Introductory) Level 2

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Hairdressing (Salon Support) 
Level 3

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Business Enterprise 
Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Business (Introduction to Small 
Businesses) Level 3
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Alternative Health Care

LEVEL 3 • 5 CREDITS
Empower yourself and others as you understand 
and develop skills around wellbeing using an 
Indigenous Health Model. You will discover various 
health practices currently being used in New 
Zealand. 

This course is designed to introduce students to 
a career pathway in either nursing or laboratory 
technician.

Service Academy

LEVEL 3 • 4 CREDITS
Decide on a career by exploring specialist areas 
within the Royal New Zealand Services. 

This course is designed for senior students who 
are exploring a career in one of the New Zealand 
Arms Services i.e. Air force, Army, Navy, Police, or 
Fire.

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Health Industry
• Self-Employment

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• New Zealand Police
• New Zealand Defence Force
• New Zealand Fire Service
• Ambulance Medic

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Health Level 3
• New Zealand Certificate in 

Health & Wellbeing

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Police Pathway Level 3
• Academy Exercise and Sport 

Level 2
• Academy Health Level 3

Social and Community Services

Community Wellbeing Support Services

LEVEL 2 • 3 CREDITS
This course is designed to introduce students to learn more about supporting the care 
and needs of older adults, senior citizens, and the elderly. Together we can help deliver 
personalised caregiving, helping citizens age well and with dignity.

Early Childhood Education & Care: Brain Development and 
Lifelong Learning

LEVEL 2 • 5 CREDITS
Manawatū	 Whanganui	 Wairarapa
This STAR programme provides students with a basic understanding of the importance 
of holistic health and well-being for the developing baby, both during pregnancy and 
after birth.  The information included in this course is at an introductory level and no 
prior knowledge is required.  This course will be interactive and include a mixture of 
practical and theory based classes.

This is a 1 day a week for 5 weeks programme.

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to:

• Academy U-Skills Health Level 3
• New Zealand Certificate in 

Health & Wellbeing

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

• New Zealand Certificate in Early 
Childhood and Care Level 3
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Performing Arts Taster

Do you love Māori and Pasifika performing arts? Keen to find out if the Performing arts industry is for you? Try UCOL’s STAR 
performing arts Programme.

Join UCOL’s STAR performing arts Programme to learn Māori and Pasifika performance techniques and gain an insight into 
the performance industry. You will gain knowledge and skills in a variety of performance items of Māori and Cook Island in a 
fun practical setting.

Nursing Taster

Do you have a passion for helping others? Do you want to be the future health work force in Aotearoa? 

Then this practical program, which serves and an introduction to the Diploma in Enrolled Nursing and the Bachelor of 
Nursing, is for you.

Community Wellbeing Support Services

Do you have a passion for helping others? Do you want to be the future health work force in Aotearoa? 

Then this practical programme which serves and an introduction to the Certificate in Health & Wellbeing with strands in 
Mental Health & Addiction Support (Level 4) is for you.

Taster

Vet Nursing Taster

Do you love the idea of a job working with 
animals? Join us as you learn practical skills 
including basic animal care, control, restraint and 
grooming.  
This experience will give you a taste of whether 
you might like a career in veterinary nursing and 
animal care and what further study options are 
available.

You will be working with live animals and must 
have an interest in animal welfare.

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Kennel & Cattery work
• Vet Nursing
• Animal Care and Breeding
• Grooming
• Dog Walking Business
• Doggie Day Care
• Self Employed
• Quantity Surveyor
• Architectural Technician
• Roofer

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
in Animal Care (Companion 
Animals) 

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Veterinary Nursing

• New Zealand Certificate 
in Animal Technology (Vet 
Nursing Assistant)Architectural 
Technician

• Roofer
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How Does The Programme Work? 
STRUCTURE

• U-Skills 1 Day Academy programmes operate one day 
per week.

• 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
• Majority of programmes commence the week of the 

13th of February.

ELIGIBILITY
• Year 11 – 13 at Secondary School.
• NZ Citizen or permanent resident, or hold a visa allowing 

you to be enrolled in a secondary school.

STUDY
• Vocational Pathway and industry relevant standards 

which contribute to NCEA.
• Standards and projects are a mix of practical and theory.

TRANSPORT
Transport assistance is available when you meet certain 
criteria.

ATTENDANCE EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to maintain a minimum of 80% 
attendance at both secondary school and Academy.

TRANSITION COORDINATOR
Students have a dedicated Transition Coordinator to help 
you:

• Set goals
• Complete individual education plans
• Literacy and numeracy support
• One-on-one support
• Discover your pathway

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
• Students are enrolled at both their secondary school and 

Academy for the period of academic study.
• To remain eligible for Academy, students must be 

enrolled in a secondary school.
• Students cannot be enrolled in any other Trades 

Academy Programme, at another tertiary provider.
• Zero Fees to students for all Academy programmes.

Interested?
If you are interested in an Academy programme talk to your 
careers advisor at school and they will help you with the 
application process. For further information about Academy 
programmes go to ucol.ac.nz/u-skills or  
email: u-skills@ucol.ac.nz.

What Is U-Skills Academy?

Our range of U-Skills academy 
programmes are designed to guide 
students through a vocational 
pathway, with the encouragement 
and support of your school.

At Academy you will have access to experienced staff 
who have real experience in the real world. Our team 
have a range of skills to suit multiple needs and provide 
a supportive stepping stone, giving you a taste of tertiary, 
without course fees.

Academy 1 Day
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For more information about the 
Unit Standards associated with 
this programme, please visit ucol.
ac.nz/u-skills.

Construction and Infrastructure

Construction Level 2

LEVEL 2 • 28 CREDITS
Manawatū:  Tuesday 
Whanganui: Friday
If you like the idea of working in the construction industry then this programme will 
offer you the chance to explore your options. You will learn a range of building and 
construction related topics through completing hands on projects over the three terms.

A few of the topics covered: Power Tools, Carpentry, Joinery, Concrete, Interior Systems, 
Roofing.

Construction Level 2

LEVEL 2 • 24 CREDITS
Otaki: Wednesday
If you like the idea of working in the construction industry then this programme will 
offer you the chance to explore your options. You will learn a range of building and 
construction related topics through completing hands on projects over the three terms.

A few of the topics covered: Power Tools, Carpentry, Joinery, Concrete, Interior Systems, 
Roofing.

Construction Level 3

LEVEL 3 • 22 CREDITS
Manawatū: Monday 
Whanganui: Thursday 
Wairarapa: Friday 
Otaki: Friday
If you are looking to  further your construction knowledge, and interested in completing 
a hands-on building project then the Academy Level 3 Construction programme is 
for you. You will produce a portfolio of work and contribute to the construction of 10 
square metre building.

It’s recommended you have completed some Level 2 BCATS units.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Carpentry
• Demolition
• Excavation
• Concreting
• Kitchen and Bathroom Design
• Quantity Surveying
• Joinery
• Flooring
• Scaffolding
• Tiling
• Glazing

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• Academy Applied Construction 
Design Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Construction Trade Skills with 
strands in Carpentry and Joinery 
Level 3

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Construction Level 6

• UCOL Managed Apprenticeship 
Level 4

Applied Construction Design

LEVEL 3 • 27 CREDITS
Manawatū: Friday
If you are interested in becoming an architectural 
technician, designer or architect, this programme 
will teach you construction design with hands-on 
learning of a mini build.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Architectural Drafting
• Quantity Surveying

This is a Level 3 programme and 
requires students to be committed 
and prepared to study at Level 3.

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Construction Level 6

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Architectural Technology Level 6
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Introduction to Plumbing, Gasfitting 
and Drainlaying

LEVEL 2 • 22 CREDITS
Manawatū: Thursday
If you are looking for an industry where there 
are great job opportunities and you are able to 
work at heights and small confined spaces, this 
programme may interest in you.

Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers can be a 
physically demanding role, as they install and 
repair pipes, drains and fixtures and fittings that 
supply water, gas or remove waste.

Gamification (Design & Development)

LEVEL 3 • 21 CREDITS
Manawatū: Monday
This programme will introduce you to electronic 
game design and development. Mixing art, design 
and computer technology, you will learn key 
characteristics of games, gamification, and game 
design as you apply them to develop your first 
game concept.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Plumber
• Gasfitter
• Drainlayer
• Refrigeration Technician

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Graphic Designer
• Illustrator
• Animator
• Photographer
• Gaming Designer

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Plumbing, Gasfitting and 
Drainlaying Level 3

• UCOL Managed Plumbing 
Apprenticeship

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Arts 
and Design Level 3 and Level 4

• Bachelor of Creative Media  
Level 7

• Bachelor of Design and Arts 
Level 7

• New Zealand Diploma in Arts 
and Design Level 5

Creative Industries
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For more information about the Unit Standards associated with this 
programme, please visit ucol.ac.nz/u-skills.

For more information about the Unit Standards associated with this 
programme, please visit ucol.ac.nz/u-skills.

Manufacturing And Technology

Automotive 

LEVEL 2 • 28 CREDITS
Manawatū: Monday or Tuesday 
Whanganui: Thursday 
Wairarapa: Thursday 
Levin:  Wednesday
Automotive will expose you to core concepts 
and give you foundation knowledge within the 
automotive field.

You will have the opportunity to learn more about 
general service checks, steering and suspension 
systems, knowledge of disassembling and 
reassembling a four stroke multicylinder engine 
and the hand tools and workshop equipment for 
motor industry application.

Collision Repair 

LEVEL 2 • 25 CREDITS
Manawatū: Friday
Collison Repair will expose you to core concepts 
and give you foundation knowledge within the 
collision repair and refinishing field.

After completion of the Health and Safety unit 
you will have the opportunity to learn masking, 
primers, fillers, as well as sanding and repair in 
line with the collision repair industry.

ICT Innovation Level 2 

LEVEL 2 • 23 CREDITS
Manawatū: Monday
Our Level 2 programme provides you with skills 
in a range of fundamental IT and computing 
applications and tools. We will teach you a variety 
of basic IT skills through project based experience 
in UCOL’s computer labs.

ICT Innovation Level 3 

LEVEL 3 • 22 CREDITS
Manawatū: Friday
Level 3 takes your skills to the next level with 
software programming where you will create a 
programme to provide a solution, gain knowledge 
of microcontrollers and contrast and test a 
programme in a robotics environment.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Auto Electrician
• Automotive Mechanic
• Small Engine Servicing
• Heavy Diesel Mechanic

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Panel Beater
• Spray Painter

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• IT Business Support
• Administration and Technology 

Support

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate In 
Automotive Engineering  
Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate In 
Collision Repair And Automotive 
Refinishing  
Level 3

• UCOL Managed Apprenticeship 
Level 4

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate In 
Collision Repair And Automotive 
Refinishing  
Level 3

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Computing Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in IT 
Essentials Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in IT 
Technical Support Level 5

• Bachelor of Information & 
Communications Technology 
(Applied) Level 7
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Mechanical Engineering Level 2 

LEVEL 2 • 22 CREDITS
Manawatū: Thursday  
Whanganui: Friday
Are you interested in machining, welding or 
fabrication? With engineers in high demand, this 
programme covers a range of practical and theory 
units designed to build your core knowledge in 
this area.

After completion of the Health and Safety 
units, you will have the opportunity to learn 
more	about:
Engineering materials • Hand and power tools • 
Measuring • Welding and light fabrication.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Mechanical Engineer
• Engineering Technician
• Light or Heavy Fabrication
• Maintenance Engineering
• Fitting
• Machining
• Tool making
• Welding
• Diagnostics

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Mechanical Engineering  
Level 3

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Engineering (Mechanical 
Engineering) Level 6

• UCOL Managed Apprenticeship 
Level 4
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Services Industries

For more information about the Unit Standards associated with this 
programme, please visit ucol.ac.nz/u-skills.

Hair, Beauty, and Retail 

LEVEL 2 • 24 CREDITS
Manawatū: Friday 
Whanganui: Thursday 
Wairarapa: Thursday 
Levin: Friday
The U-Skills Academy Hair, Beauty and Retail 
programme introduces students to the 
hairdressing and beauty service industries. 
Students will experience hands on learning in our 
salons while gaining an overview of the career 
opportunities within these exciting industries.

Barbering

LEVEL 2 • 28 CREDITS
Manawatū: Thursday 
Wairarapa: Monday
The U-Skills Barbering programme provides 
students with the opportunity to learn more about 
this growth industry through a hands-on learning 
experience.

You will learn your way around a barber’s 
chair and the tools of the trade as you practice 
cutting techniques, learn about influences and 
development in barbering, applying finishing 
product, and an understanding of the industry.

Cafē Skills

LEVEL 2 • 21 CREDITS
Manawatū: Friday 
Whanganui: Friday 
Wairarapa: Friday
Would you like to learn practical skills in food 
preparation, barista coffee, baking and front of 
house service? The U-Skills Academy - Café Skills 
programme gives you the opportunity to learn 
relevant service industry skills in a restaurant and 
commercial kitchen environment. Hospitality is a 
popular and fast paced industry; this programme 
helps put you on the road to success.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Hairdresser
• Beautician
• Nail Technician
• Customer Service Roles

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

• Hair Salons 
• Barber Shops
• Beauty Spas 
• Health Clubs
• Luxury Hotels 
• Cruise Ships

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Barista
• Chef
• Baker
• Customer Service/Front of House

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Makeup and Skincare Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Hairdressing (Salon Support) 
Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Hairdressing (Emerging Stylist) 
Level 4

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Beauty Services Level 4

• New Zealand Certificate in Nail 
Technology Level 4

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Commercial Barbering Level 4

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Food 
and Beverage Service Level 3 
and Level 4

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Bakery Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Cookery Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in Cookery 
(Advanced) Level 5
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Business Administration & 
Technology

LEVEL 2 • 21 CREDITS
Manawatū: Tuesday
This programme will give students an opportunity 
to explore the world of business, office work, and 
contact centre as they learn about office systems 
and customer service. It will provide students with 
some financial literacy skills, customer service 
techniques for face-to face communication 
and over the telephone, and will develop 
good technical skills using the Microsoft Office 
applications of Word, Excel, and Powerpoint.

Business Enterprise

LEVEL 3 • 24 CREDITS
Manawatū: Thursday 
Whanganui: TBC
In conjunction with the Lion Foundation Young 
Enterprise Scheme (Y.E.S) you will be part of a 
team which creates a business and develops an 
idea from concept through to sale.

This programme builds a business from scratch, 
so you need to be prepared to go the extra mile. 
There will be roles available including: Chief 
Executive, Marketing Director, Finance Director, 
Sales Director and Production Director.

You will be responsible for a core operational 
aspect of your business and be required to 
attend a Pitch evening, Dragon’s Den, Sales 
Opportunities, Additional Classes.

Cookery 

LEVEL 3 • 24 CREDITS
Manawatū: Friday
Cookery Level 3 will give you the opportunity to 
learn and refine your skills to cook pasta, egg, 
vegetable dishes and to prepare food for service 
in a commercial kitchen. You will also learn to 
apply food safety practices in a food related 
establishment.

This programme helps you to learn industry skills 
and experience as you put your learning into 
practice in our commercial kitchen environment.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Barista
• Chef
• Baker
• Customer Service/Front of House

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Administration Officer
• Systems Administrator
• Receptionist
• Personal Assistant
• Contact Centre Worker

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Business Manager
• Product Developer
• Entrepreneur

This is a Level 3 programme and 
requires students to be committed 
and prepared to study at Level 3.

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Food 
and Beverage Service Level 3 
and Level 4

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Bakery Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Cookery Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in Cookery 
(Advanced) Level 5

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to:

• U-Skills Academy Business 
Enterprise Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Business (Administration & 
Technology) Level 3

• Certificate in Customer 
Experience Management 
(Contact Centre) (Micro-
Credential) Level 4

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate (Small 
Business) Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Business Level 5

• Bachelor of Applied 
Management Level 7
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Please	note:	Students will be required to complete a Police Vetting check as 
deemed necessary by the Vulnerable Childrens Act.

Fees may be applicable to complete qualification in some cases.

Social and Community Services

Applied Technical Laboratory Science 

LEVEL 3 • 22 CREDITS
Manawatū: Monday
This programme aims to provide students with 
the opportunity to experience working hands-
on in a teaching laboratory. Students will use 
UCOL’s teaching laboratories, where they will 
learn microbiology and chemistry.  This will give 
students hands-on foundation skills to become a 
laboratory technician.

Students will be taught a range of laboratory 
techniques required by technicians and 
researchers in commercial laboratories across 
New Zealand and the world.

Introduction to Early Childhood  

LEVEL 2 • 22 CREDITS 
Manawatū: Friday 
Whanganui: Friday 
Wairarapa: Friday
Would you like to learn about child development, 
health and wellbeing?

Introduction to Early Childhood will give you the 
foundation skills to take the first step in your 
career in Early Childhood Education.

Exercise and Sport

LEVEL 2 • 22 CREDITS
Manawatū: Friday
Develop the knowledge you may have as 
an athlete, excel further within your sport, 
understand how the body works and how 
nutrition helps athletes succeed. We will help 
you with your personal and social development 
through activity based learning. This is an 
applied practical course that  complements your 
current school studies and develops foundation 
knowledge leading to higher education pathways 
within UCOL’s Exercise and Wellness programmes.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Lab Assistant
• Lab Technician
• Food Technologist
• Biochemist

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Ko-hanga Reo Kaiako
• Early Childhood Teacher (Kaiako 

Ko-hungahunga)
• Nanny/Child Carer (Kaitiaki 

Tamariki)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Gym Instructor
• Personal Trainer
• Officiating
• Coaching
• Holiday Programme Worker
• Recreation Assistant

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Study 
and Career Preparation Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in Applied 
Science Level 5 and 6

• Bachelor of Applied Science 
(Laboratory Science) Level 7

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Early 
Childhood Education and Care 
Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in Early 
Childhood Education and Care 
Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in Early 
Childhood Education and Care 
Level 5

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Exercise Level 4

• Bachelor of Applied Science
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Applied Technical Laboratory Science 

LEVEL 3 • 22 CREDITS
Manawatū: Monday
This programme aims to provide students with 
the opportunity to experience working hands-
on in a teaching laboratory. Students will use 
UCOL’s teaching laboratories, where they will 
learn microbiology and chemistry.  This will give 
students hands-on foundation skills to become a 
laboratory technician.

Students will be taught a range of laboratory 
techniques required by technicians and 
researchers in commercial laboratories across 
New Zealand and the world.

Health 

LEVEL 3 • 27 CREDITS
Manawatū: Friday 
Whanganui: Tuesday 
Wairarapa: Thursday
Our health programme gives you foundation 
knowledge to staircase into a number of 
healthrelated industries. If you are interested in 
exploring your options to study in the health field, 
our programme can complement your school 
studies and give you the step ahead you need. 

During this programme you will cover: 
anatomy and biology, health and wellbeing, 
human behaviour and exercise, nutrition, gym 
component.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Lab Assistant
• Lab Technician
• Food Technologist
• Biochemist

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Lab Technician
• Researcher
• Medical Imaging
• Nursing
• Massage
• Pharmacy
• Dietician
• Personal Trainer
• Sport and Exercise Physiology
• Rehabilitation

This is a Level 3 programme and 
requires students to be committed 
and prepared to study at Level 3.

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Study 
and Career Preparation Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in Applied 
Science Level 5 and 6

• Bachelor of Applied Science 
(Laboratory Science) Level 7

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Study 
and Career Preparation (Nursing 
Pathway) Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Enrolled Nursing Level 5

• Bachelor of Nursing Level 7
• New Zealand Certificate in 

Exercise Level 4
• Bachelor of Exercise and Sport 

Science Level 7
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Defence Pathways  

LEVEL 2 • 24 CREDITS
Manawatū: Wednesday 
Otāki: Thursday 
Are you considering a career in NZ Defence?  
U-Skills Defence Pathways will allow you to 
explore the many options available and how to 
get there. Throughout this programme you will 
gain leadership skills and learn about teamwork, 
communication, time, and stress management. 
You will engage in activities designed to help 
you meet objectives and become familiar with 
the outdoor environment.  You will learn basic 
skills in bushcraft and how to navigate using map 
and compass. The course is focused on self-
development and incorporates a personal health 
and well-being dimension.

New Zealand Police Pathway

LEVEL 3 • 21 CREDITS
Manawatū: Monday 
Whanganui: Tuesday 
U-/Skills offers a foundation level programme 
that will provide you with the skills, knowledge, 
and attributes to be recruited into NZ Police.  It 
covers a wide range of topics including basic 
investigation skills, attendance at scenes of crime 
and interviewing.   Topics such as mental wellness, 
family harm, crime prevention and problem 
solving are also canvassed.  Students spend time 
preparing for the pre-entry fitness test.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Army
• Navy Officer
• Airforce

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• New Zealand Police 
• New Zealand Defence Force
• Security Officer/Guard

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to:

• U-Skills Police Pathways Level 3
• New Zealand Certificate in Study 

& Career Prep Level 3 (Services 
Pathway)

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further
tertiary studies in:
• New Zealand Police Training 

College
• New Zealand Certificate in 

Exercise Level 4
• New Zealand Certificate in 

Health and Wellbeing (Social and 
Community Services)

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Security (Foundation) (Level 3)      

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Security (Advanced) (Level 4)
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Primary Industries
Certificate in Introductory 
Conservation (Te Kura Tapere)

LEVEL 3 • 30 CREDITS
Wairarapa: Friday

The aim of this programme is to provide students 
with skills and knowledge associated with 
conservation work in the NZ bush. Students will 
gain knowledge of Pūkaha National Wildlife Centre 
and its operations, including customer service. 
It also introduces practical skills in kaitiakitanga 
of the flora and fauna, including trapping pest 
animals. Another key component is building 
competence in operating safely in te ao tūroa.

Forestry

LEVEL 2 • 23 CREDITS
Wairarapa: Friday Whanganui: TBC
Forestry is a powerhouse industry with excellent employment opportunities.  The 
U-Skills Academy Forestry programme will be in collaboration with industry so students 
can explore the industry and the many opportunities it can offer workers.

Students will experience some onsite learning along with Health & Safety, Forestry 
operations & environment, and emergency procedures within the industry.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Pest Management
• Wildlife Park Assistant
• Conservation Work

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Forestry Worker
• Tree Faller
• Logging Worker
• Machine Operator
• Crew Manager

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• NZ Certificate in Conservation 
Operations Level 4
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What Is U-Skills Academy 2 Days?

The Academy 2 Day option gives 
you the chance to work towards 
gaining an industry related 
qualification while working towards 
NCEA Level 2/3.

How Does The Programme Work? 
STRUCTURE

• U-Skills 2 Day Academy operates two days per week.
• 9:00am – 3:00pm.
• Variety of locations including UCOL sites, schools and 

community sites.

ELIGIBILITY
• Year 11 - 13 at Secondary School.
• NZ Citizen or permanent resident.

TRANSITION COORDINATOR
Students have a dedicated Transition Coordinator to help 
you:

• Set goals
• Complete individual education plans
• Literacy and numeracy support
• One-on-one support
• Discover your pathway

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Delivery location is dependent on facilities and demand 
within the region. UCOL reserves the right not to deliver 
some programmes.

Locations will be confirmed once applications for each of 
the programmes are finalised. Transport can be provided 
(subject to certain criteria) for Academy 2 day programmes.

A verified copy of your birth certificate must be provided 
which has been signed by a Justice of the Peace, NZ Police 
or a UCOL Staff member.

Fees maybe applicable to complete qualification in some 
cases.

Interested?
If you are interested in a Academy 2 Day programme talk 
to your careers advisor at school and they will help you 
with the application process. For further information about 
Academy 2 Day programmes go to ucol.ac.nz/u-skills or 
email: u-skills@ucol.ac.nz.

Academy 2 Day
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STUDY PATHWAYS

National Certificate in Building, Construction and Allied Trade Skills  
LEVEL 2

New Zealand Certificate in Construction Trade Skills LEVEL 3

New Zealand Diploma in Construction LEVEL 6

New Zealand Diploma in Architectural Technology LEVEL 6

Joinery Strand

New Zealand Certificate in Joinery 
LEVEL4

Carpentry Strand

New Zealand Certificate in 
Carpentry LEVEL4

STUDY PATHWAYS

New Zealand Certificate in Infrastructure Works LEVEL 2

New Zealand Certificate in Infrastructure Works LEVEL 3

For more information about the Unit Standards associated with this 
programme, please visit ucol.ac.nz/u-skills.

New Zealand Certificate in Building 
Construction and Allied Trade Skills

LEVEL 2 • 40 CREDITS
Manawatū: Wednesday and Thursday
Are you serious about working in the carpentry, 
joinery and building industry? The National 
Certificate in Building, Construction and Allied 
Trades Skills Level 2 programme is designed to 
give you the perfect platform to staircase into 
industry or further study.

Over the course of a year you will complete units 
towards the National Certificate in Building, 
Construction and Allied Trades Skills, gain hands 
on employable skills and work as a team to plan 
and build a class project.

New Zealand Certificate in 
Infrastructure Works

LEVEL 2 • 40 CREDITS
Tararua:  Monday and Tuesday  
Manawatū:  Wednesday and Thursday
With strong employment opportunities in civil 
engineering and infrastructure, the New Zealand 
Certificate in Infrastructure Works Level 2 is a 
foundation qualification specifically designed to 
support you to develop core skills and knowledge 
for the industry. Relevant to both further study 
and employment, this programme gives you 
an understanding of the health and safety, 
environmental and beginner practical skills to 
work on infrastructure sites.

From civil works, rural construction, surfacing 
operations and underground utilities, this 
qualification gives you an opportunity to gain a 
New Zealand Certificate and credit towards NCEA 
Level 2 while at school.

All students need to be drug free to be on site and 
will be tested at the start of the programme.

Construction and Infrastructure
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Primary Industries
New Zealand Certificate in Animal 
Care (Companion Animals)

LEVEL 3 • 70 CREDITS (27 NCEA CREDITS)
Manawatū: Tuesday and either Wednesday  
 or Thursday 
Wairarapa: Tuesday and Wednesday
New Zealand Certificate in Animal Care 
(Companion Animals). 

Gain the skills, knowledge and experience you 
need to maintain the welfare of companion 
animals such as cats, dogs, companion birds and 
rabbits.

This programme will provide you with the 
qualification needed to comply with all regulatory 
requirements and relevant industry codes of 
practice for animal care, respond to normal and 
abnormal health and behaviour in animals and 
assist with the day to day care of animals. 

Students enrolling into this programme are 
required	to	complete	some	additional	forms:

• NZ Police Vetting Service Request and Consent 
Form and supply two verified forms of ID 
i.e. Birth Certificate and Photo ID (Passport, 
Driver’s License, 18+ Card, Current School ID)

• UCOL’s Health Declaration Form

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Vet Nursing
• Pet Boarding and Day Care
• Animal Rescue Centres 
• Racing Kennels 
• Pet Stores 
• Pet Grooming 
• Animal Breeders 

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Animal Technology (Vet Nursing 
Assistant) Level 5

• New Zealand Diploma in 
Veterinary Nursing Level 6
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Services Industries
New Zealand Certificate in Cookery 

LEVEL 3 • 60 CREDITS
Whanganui: Thursday and Friday 
Wairarapa: Monday and Tuesday
This certificate programme gives you the 
opportunity to learn the cookery fundamentals 
required to become a chef. Refine your skills and 
knowledge as you prepare and cook pasta, egg, 
meat, fish and vegetable dishes in a commercial 
kitchen, while learning to present dishes to 
industry standard. You will also learn to apply 
food safety practices within a food related 
establishment.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Barista
• Chef
• Baker
• Customer Service/Front of House

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Food 
and Beverage Service Level 3 
and 4

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Bakery Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Cookery Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in Cookery 
(Advanced) Level 5

STUDY PATHWAYS

New Zealand Certificate in Salon Skills (Introductory)  LEVEL 2

New Zealand Certificate in Hairdressing (Salon Support) Level 3

New Zealand Certificate in Hairdressing (Emerging Stylist) Level 4

For more information about the Unit Standards associated with this 
programme, please visit ucol.ac.nz/u-skills.

New Zealand Certificate in Salon Skills 
(Introductory)

LEVEL 2 • 61 CREDITS
Manawatū: Tuesday and Wednesday 
Wairarapa: Tuesday and Wednesday
Are you interested in hairdressing or beauty 
therapy? Salon Skills introduces you to a salon 
environment in the hairdressing and beauty 
service industries. Designed to give you a 
foundation introduction to the vast range of 
opportunities available. You will spend time 
covering content from hairdressing and beauty, 
explore career pathways and gain core knowledge 
for industry.

If you are someone who wants to experience a 
practical environment, while working towards a 
nationally recognised qualification, then Salon 
Skills could the right fit for you.
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STUDY PATHWAYS

New Zealand Certificate in Makeup & Skincare LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Beauty 
Therapy LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate in Nail 
Technology LEVEL 4

Diploma in Beauty Therapy LEVEL 5

New Zealand Certificate in Makeup 
and Skincare

LEVEL 3 • 63 CREDITS
Manawatū: Thursday and Friday 
Whanganui: Thursday and Friday 
Wairarapa: Thursday and Friday
Based in our salon environment, this programme 
gives you skills and knowledge to provide a range 
of makeup and skin care services. While working 
towards a nationally recognised qualification, 
you will focus on client service and care, products 
and sales, makeup and skincare services and the 
health and safety training required to enter the 
makeup & skincare industry.

New Zealand Certificate in 
Commercial Road Transport Skills

LEVEL 3 • 55 CREDITS
Manawatū:  Thursday and Friday 
Wairarapa: Monday and Tuesday
With excellent job prospects in the logistics 
and commercial road transport industry, this 
qualification could steer you in the right direction 
to success. Students will gain the skills and 
knowledge to be employed as loaders or yard 
people and with further study you can go on to 
become heavy vehicle drivers or dispatchers.

To complete this qualification, students are 
required to have their restricted drivers licence 
before the start of Term 2.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Goods Loader
• Truck Driver
• Dispatcher

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Commercial Road Transport 
(Heavy Vehicle Operator) Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Passenger Service Level 3

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Commercial Road Transport 
(Heavy Haulage Class 1 Pilot) 
Level 4

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Commercial Road Transport 
(Specialist Driver) Level 4
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New Zealand Police Pathway

LEVEL 3 • 21 CREDITS 

Manawatū:  Monday Whanganui:  Tuesday
U-Skills offers a foundation level programme that will provide you with an 
understanding of the knowledge, skills, attributes and attitudes associated with the 
Police and Policing in New Zealand. On the completion of this programme students will 
be endorsed as a preferred candidate throughout the recruitment process.

* This programme is targeting Year 13 students.

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Police Training 
College

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Exercise Level 4

• New Zealand Certificate in 
Health and Wellbeing (Social 
and Community Services)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• New Zealand Police
• New Zealand Defence Force

Social and Community Services
New Zealand Certificate in Early 
Childhood Education and Care 

LEVEL 3 • 60 CREDITS
Manawatū: Thursday and Friday 
Whanganui: Thursday and Friday 
Wairarapa: Tuesday and Wednesday
The Early Childhood Education and Care 
programme is designed to staircase you to further 
study and is perfect if you are serious about 
early childhood and care as a possible career. 
You will learn skills to provide quality educational 
experiences to infants, toddlers and young 
children, skills for supporting whanau/parents and 
core literacy and numeracy skills for the industry.

You will learn core foundation knowledge of 
educational theory in an early childhood education 
setting and core knowledge of early childhood 
organisations and services within the industry.

A practicum paper is a part of this programme 
and require students to complete a police 
check form found on UCOL’s website. Two 
verified	forms	of	ID	are	required:	Birth	
Certificate,	and	photo	ID	(Passport,	Driver’s	
License, 18+ Card, School ID)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Ko-hanga reo kaiako
• Early childhood teacher (Kaiako 

Ko-hungahunga)
• Nanny/child carer (Kaitiaki 

Tamariki)

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS

This course can lead to further 
tertiary studies in:

• New Zealand Certificate in Early 
Childhood Education and Care 
Level 4

• New Zealand Diploma in Early 
Childhood Education and Care 
Level 5
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Graphic Design

LEVEL 2 OR 3     •     18-20 CREDITS
Manawatū
Develop the skills for a career in Graphic Design. Create 
a company brand and conceptual graphic designs using 
drawing and graphic design processes and learn computer 
graphics including the Adobe Creative Suite of software.

Graphic Design and Digital Media

LEVEL 2 OR 3     •     36-40 CREDITS
Manawatū
Develop the fundamental skills for a career in Graphic 
Design. Create and apply a company brand including 
packaging and website designs while developing drawing 
skills, graphic design processes and computer graphics skills 
using the Adobe Creative Suite of software.

Credits	towards	New	Zealand	Certificate	in	Arts	and	
Design (Level 2 or Level 3)

Fashion Design and Textiles

LEVEL 2 OR 3     •     36-40 CREDITS
Manawatū
Design and prototype fashion garments and develop the 
skills for a career in Fashion. Use drawing to develop and 
clarify a range of design concepts, create or adapt patterns 
and use industrial sewing equipment to realise your 
designs.

Credits	towards	New	Zealand	Certificate	in	Arts	and	
Design (Level 2 or Level 3)

Animation Fundamentals 

LEVEL 2 OR 3     •     18-20 CREDITS
Manawatū
Develop the fundamental skills for a career in Animation 
Design. Explore animation design processes including 
storyboarding and develop computer animation skills using 
the Adobe Creative Suite of software.

Fashion Design

LEVEL 2 OR 3     •     18-20 CREDITS
Manawatū
Design and prototype fashion garments. Use drawing to 
develop designs and use industrial sewing equipment to 
create the final designs.

Programmes In Partnership With

1 Day A Week 2 Days A Week
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U-Skills 3+2
3 days a week at UCOL and 2 days a week at school
3+2 students have the chance to gain a tertiary qualification and in some cases start their apprenticeship while still 
at school. You will spend 3 days-a-week at UCOL and 2 days-a-week at school as you work towards a New Zealand 
Certificate in a particular career pathway.

Designed for: Students who are looking to gain hands-on experience and begin the transition from school to tertiary 
study.

Benefits: Gain a FREE tertiary qualification while still at school. With 3+2 you can build on previous achievement and 
experience at NCEA and/or U-Skills Trades Academy and still be enrolled at school.

Where does 3 + 2 lead? Higher level of study (i.e. Level 4 and above), apprenticeships or employment.

To apply: Students and schools follow the usual U-Skills application process however using the specific 3 + 2 
application form. For further information please email u-skills@ucol.ac.nz or visit our website to see what options are 
on offer.
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Decide Which 
U-Skills Option Is 
Right For You
Now you have read about our 2023 
U-Skills suite of in-school study 
opportunities, it’s time to decide which 
option is right for you.

1 Most STAR Courses are at Level 2 or higher. Please check course detail for more information.

2 See page 11 for a description of what a Transition Coordinator can help you with.

3 In most cases STAR Courses operate one day per week. Please check course detail for more information.

Dual Delivery
Stay at school while studying towards NCEA

Interactive Learning Spaces

Level 2 or Higher

Short Course
Less than 6 months

Full Year
3 terms

Transport Provided
Conditions apply

Transition Coordinator Support

One Day Per Week

Two Days Per Week

STAR ACADEMY 1 DAY ACADEMY 2 DAYS

1

2

3

Here is a summary of information below:
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How To Apply
> Decide which programme you want to do.

STAR: Simply talk to your Careers Advisor or STAR 
Coordinator (see note 1)

Academy	1	Day	or	Academy	2	Day: Please complete the 
following steps:

> Complete the U-Skills Application form ensuring you and 
your parent/guardian sign the last page.

> You must also include a verified copy (see note 2) of your 
birth certificate.

> Ask your school to endorse your application.

Send	your	completed	application	form	to:
U-Skills Enrolment: UCOL  
Private Bag 11022  
Palmerston North 4442

or 
email to: uskillsenrol@ucol.ac.nz

You	will	either	be:

Accepted upon application
Depending on your situation you may be eligible for 
automatic acceptance.

Or

An interview may be required
Some students may require an interview. We will contact 
you with information on where to attend.

If you are accepted, you will receive an email confirming 
your offer of place. U-Skills will also advise your school.

Students must confirm/decline the offer of place via email.

First Day at UCOL

Please bring pen, paper and lunch.

We are always happy to answer 
any questions you or your 
parents/guardians may have.

Get in Touch
0800 GO UCOL or u-skills@ucol.ac.nz

NOTES

1 If you are interested in attending a STAR Course 
talk to your Careers Advisor or STAR Coordinator 
at school. If your school is happy for you to attend 
the course they will let us know. You will fill out an 
enrolment form on the first day of class.

2 A verified	copy of your birth certificate must be 
provided. This means a copy that has been signed 
by a Justice of the Peace, NZ Police or a UCOL Staff 
member.

3 Attending Academy 1 Day and 2 Day programmes 
while still at school will not impact on accessing “Fees 
Free” when you decide to move on to full time study.
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Application Process
Secondary school students can apply to enrol in a U-Skills 
Programme by completing the enrolment form given to 
them from their careers advisor. Students applying to 
U-Skills must meet the following criteria:

• They must be continuing their education in Year 11, 12 
or 13 in 2023 at secondary school. (This includes Te Aho 
o Te Kura Pounamu).

• Students are required to have achieved NCEA Level 1 
literacy and numeracy requirements i.e. 10 Credits at 
level 1, however U-Skills Management may exercise 
discretion on this requirement. Supporting evidence will 
assist the selection process and may include records of 
learning, reports and attendance records. These can be 
provided by the student’s school.

• Students must demonstrate their commitment to 
remaining at school and study towards NCEA for 2023.

• Students must have endorsement from whānau/family/ 
caregivers and School Principal or delegate for their 
enrolment in the U-Skills Programme.

• Students must meet legal and health requirements and 
be able to carry out the practical components of the 
programmes. U-Skills may decline to enrol an applicant 
whose disability is such that the applicant requires 
special services or facilities that in the circumstances 
cannot reasonably be made available in accordance with 
Section 60(1) of the Human Rights Act 1993.

Application, Selection & Enrolment
Selection Process
The student selection process may include an interview 
of the student with the Transition Coordinator and may 
include the Director Secondary Tertiary, Lecturer or other 
persons including a school representative. The applicant will 
receive a phone call, email, or text to arrange a time and day 
to attend a pre-acceptance conversation.

Whānau/parents/caregivers are requested to accompany 
the student to learn about the expectations of the 
programme.

The interview process will include:

• Assessment of the applicant’s understanding and 
commitment to this programme and suitability for the 
career area to be studied to ensure the applicant has 
applied to a programme that aligns with their goals and 
interests.

• Assessment of support from whānau/parents/caregivers 
of the student.

• Assessment of any other information put forward that 
supports the application.

• Identification of any specific learning or support needs.
• Expectations include attendance and punctuality, 

classroom behaviour, full participation, careers 
development etc.

• Confirm if any transport arrangement are required to 
and from U-Skills.
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• Information on student support services. Primarily this 
will be through the Transition Coordinator who is the 
main point of contact for students and who will direct 
students to other services as required. (Pastoral care, 
Health, Disability, Learning support, Careers, Māori and 
Pasifika).

• Health and Safety procedures.
• Tour of facilities and if onsite at a UCOL facility, how to 

use the Library.
• Any equipment or uniform as applicable will be 

provided.
• Introduction to computer facilities at U-Skills, including 

logging in and using UCOL’s system.
• Obtaining a student ID card which will allow students to 

use the UCOL Library; free buses in some locations such 
as Manawatu- or Whanganui and student discounts at 
local stores.

Acceptance / Decline
• The decision on whether students are accepted into 

U-Skills will be made by U-Skills Management.
• Places will be made available for inclusion of suitable 

students from as wide a geographical area as possible.
• Students will be notified of the outcome of their 

application as soon as possible.
• Students must confirm their offer of place on the 

programme. Schools will be notified once this has taken 
place.

Induction & Orientation
U-Skills Programmes will start early February 2023. We will 
advise of the day each programme is delivered on as soon 
as possible.

All accepted students will undertake an orientation process 
as part of the first weeks of the U-Skills Programme which 
will include:

• Welcome; Getting to know the U-Skills teaching and 
support staff, and other students.

• Overview of the programme and an information 
handbook.

• Students will undergo ALNAT literacy and numeracy 
assessment.

• Programme regulations, policies and procedures.



Private Bag 11-022, Palmerston North 4442, New Zealand
u-skills@ucol.ac.nz   |   UCOL.AC.NZ/U-SKILLS

Visit any of our Information Centres

Wairarapa Campus
Location: 143 Chapel Street, Masterton.

Manawatū Campus
Location: 18 Princess Street, Palmerston North.

Horowhenua Campus
Location: 160 Oxford Street, Levin.

Whanganui Campus
Location: 16 Rutland Street, Whanganui.

This prospectus is intended as a guide only.  Programme details are subject to change. Please refer to ucol.ac.nz for the most  up-to-date information.
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