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Manawatū Health & Science Students Meeting  
Friday 8 May 2020, meeting opened 1.45pm 
 
In attendance from UCOL  
Jerry Sherman - Executive Director Applied Education and Research  
Christine Beech – Director Public Relations and Communication  
Penny O'Leary - Executive Dean Health and Science 
Vicki-Lee Tyacke - Head of School – Nursing, Palmerston North 
Shohn Wormgoor - Head of School - Applied Science and Allied Health 
Sylvie Hickton – Health and Safety 
Victoria Blockley-Powell – Student Success Senior Manager 
Teina Mataira - Pouarahi Maori and Pacific Peoples Education 
 
 
UCOL Update 
We’ve now had the Government announcement about what Alert Level 2 will look like. UCOL is 
working through this and working out what this means for us. A formal position to students will go 
out on Monday. Broadly, a number of documents and agencies are informing UCOL’s work. We also 
get advisories from the Ministry of Education. 
  
Where we look at landing at the moment, is that we have had a plan for a way of delivering for the 
remainder of semester 1 - delivering remotely. The primary driver for this is student and staff 
wellbeing. Even with the social distancing requirement of 1 metre, it still means that space in our 
physical rooms is at best reduced by 50%. There will be a phased return to campus, but exceptions 
will be considered by Deans. We are very aware of social aspects but we will have to manage that 
very carefully.  We will be getting out communications as soon as we can.  
 
Online learning is working particularly well in this faculty. Practical assessments, exams, tutorials, 
specialist equipment etc. will be specially provisioned. We’re not just looking at clinical placements 
but workplace placements as well. We’re looking at staged re-entry over the next 3-4 weeks once 
we’re in Level 2.  
 
We will keep you informed as regularly as possible. As soon as you’re able to be on campus, we will 
communicate with you and get you here as quickly and safely as possible.  
 
When you come back onto campus, you will notice differences; lots of signage up and only one 
entrance into campus. Unless you’re going to class you will have to sign in and out of campus. These 
are part of contact tracing requirements. So we ask all students to ensure contact details are up to 
date. This means you don’t need to include them when you sign in.  
 
Lots of hand sanitising will be available, including top-ups for students’ small bottles. Cleaning has 
been upped, especially in high contact area. If you’re using a computer, there will be a lot of alcohol 
wipes around. All staff and students will be asked to keep campus as hygienic as possible, by wiping 
down surfaces as you go. Good hygiene will help with COVID but also general flu season.  
 



It is not a prerequisite to wear a mask on campus. The Ministry of Health is however currently doing 
a review and guidance on masks. At present, this guidance is indicating that only health services are 
required to wear masks.  
 
The café won’t be open.  
 
In the current environment, all student support services are still in place including academic support, 
the library team for resources, counselling,  and financial hardship. We can help you and we’re here 
to do this for you. We acknowledge this is a very hard time for you but reach out to us. We will be on 
campus in a limited way during Level 2, available via appointment and will continue to provide 
online support. Please reach out to us. We’re here to help. We’ll send out more communications as 
soon as we have more information to hand.  
 
Remember, if we know about it we can do something. There are lots of people that can help you. 
Hang in there. UCOL’s job is to help support you to complete your qualifications.  
 
With the Technology Access Fund, we’re looking at getting something like Chromebooks and taking 
some of the money for student connectivity issues. This should put us in a position to look at getting 
further information out next week. However every learning institution in New Zealand is trying to 
access devices.  
 
 
Answers to Student Questions/Discussions 

 What’s happening with full 3rd year Nursing students, lecturers and placements for Level 2? 
A - The Nursing team is working with clinical agencies, including DHB, to secure clinical 
placements for all 3rd year students and our CAP students. It’s still a work in progress and 
things are changing constantly. 
In terms of clinical placements, over the last couple of weeks we have been in nonstop 
contact with all of our agencies. Placements are suspended for the foreseeable future and 
it’s still unclear moving into Level 2. Some agencies may be able to take students, but there 
is a lot to consider and work through for them, e.g. vulnerable populations. Our council and 
MOH have indicated that we need to get our transition students out as a priority. Emails 
have gone out to students immediately affected. Information will be posted on Moodle as 
new information comes to hand.  But unfortunately, the answer to when clinical will resume 
is still unknown.  
 

 Is it likely the end date for full year 3 students will be extended? 
A - We don’t know, as we are so dependent on clinical placement hours. This is regulated in 
legislation. 
Placements in MIT are in the same boat. Everything is tentative. But from the 18th of May if 
we go to Level 2 MIT students will be able to start the subsequent week. 
Teaching teams will communicate just as soon as we have any movement.  

 

 Are Nursing students starting our transition on 18th May?  
A -  An email was sent out on Wednesday, negotiating with DHB hoping that transitions will 
be able to start on this day. BN714 students can expect further communications this 
afternoon. 
 

 What about placement for CAP students at L2?  



A – In terms of CAP placement the L2 group was emailed yesterday. All info is provided via 
email Moodle and WhatsApp. Be assured we are working as hard as we can to organise 
placements so you can continue with your programme of study. 

 

 If we go to Level 2 next week, when would we sit our 711 exam? 
A – It’s unlikely that will occur within the next couple of weeks. We need to put planning in 
place. The exam will happen as soon as we know definitely what’s happening and we can 
mobilise our resources to get it set up. 

 

 What did the PM say?  
A- Tertiary organisations can return. However we need to take into account all the health 
and safety restrictions, and thinking of space restrictions. We will focus on getting people on 
campus quickly where they need to be. Things will change over the next few months. We 
will be expecting a lot more information over the next 48-72 hours.  
 

 Will we have study spaces like library open at Level2? 
A – that’s the hope. We’ve had lots of feedback and we do know that’s a need, and we’re 
working on a plan. We will communicate to students as soon as we have a firm answer.  
Christine - It won’t be the same socialising in atriums and hallways etc. Activities that 
happen on campus will be very academically focused. It won’t be a place where you can 
come to hang out. 

 

 In 700 levels, will online classes continue? 
A - Yes, we will continue to deliver online but will look at ways to supplement with labs etc.  

 

 Regarding legislation over change in clinical placement, is this something that is being 
considered by council? 
A - Council are doing everything they can, as is UCOL. It’s just that this situation is so 
unknown it’s very hard to make firm decisions. But everyone is trying their best.  

 


